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(57) ABSTRACT 

Sighting optics include a front sight and a rear sight posi- 

tioned in a spaced-apart relation. The rear sight includes an 

optical element having a first focal length and a second focal 

length. The first focal length is selected so that it is about 

equal to a distance separating the optical element and the front 

sight and the second focal length is selected so that it is about 

equal to a target distance. The optical element thus brings into 

simultaneous focus for a user images of the front sight and the 

target. 

11 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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1 
SIGHTING OPTICS INCLUDING AN 

OPTICAL ELEMENT HAVING A FIRST 
FOCAL LENGTH AND A SECOND FOCAL 
LENGTH AND METHODS FOR SIGHTING 

GOVERNMENT RIGHTS 

This invention was made with government support under 

Contract No. DE-AC07-05-ID14517 awarded by the United 

States Department of Energy. The government has certain 10 

rights in the invention. 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

This application is related to copending U.S. patent appli- 

cation Ser. No. 12/785,892, filed May 24, 2010, which is a 

divisional of the present application. 

2 
a spaced-apart relation. The rear sight includes an optical 
element having a first focal length and a second focal length. 
The first focal length is selected so that it is about equal to a 
distance separating the optical element and the front sight, 

5 whereas the second focal length is selected so that it is about 

equal to a target distance. The optical element thus brings into 
simultaneous focus, for a user, images of the front sight and 
the target. 

Also disclosed is a method for sighting that includes pro- 
viding a front sight on a device to be sighted, positioning an 
optical element with respect to the front sight so that the 
optical element is located between the front sight and a user’ s 
eye when the device is in an operative position with respect to 
the user, viewing the front sight and the target through the 

15 optical element, the optical element bringing into substan- 

tially simultaneous focus the front sight and the target, and 
moving the device so that the front sight is in a desired relation 
to the target. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 20 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

This invention relates to sighting optics in general and, 
more specifically, to sighting systems for weapons. 

BACKGROUND 

Many different types of sighting systems are known in the 
art and are used to assist in the aiming of a variety of devices, 
typically those used to launch projectiles, such as firearms 
and bows, although they are used in other applications as 
well. Perhaps the simplest and most rugged type of sighting 
system is the so-called "iron sight," which refers to the open, 
unmagnified aiming system typically used on firearms. An 
iron sight usually comprises a front sight and a rear sight. The 
front sight may take the form of a post, bead, or ring-shaped 
structure, whereas the rear sight may take the form of a notch 
or aperture. The rear sight is often made adjustable to allow a 
user to more easily compensate for wind or elevation, 
although in some applications the front sight is also adjust- 
able. 

Iron sights work by providing horizontal and vertical ref- 
erence points that allow the user to align the weapon with the 
intended target. Once the front and rear sights are aligned with 
one another, they are placed in correct relation to the target. 
However, since the human eye is only capable of focusing at 
one distance at any given time, it is not possible for a user to 
focus simultaneously on the front sight and the target. As a 
result, the aiming process is degraded. That is, the user must 
first focus on the front sight in order to align the front and rear 
sights. The user must then re-focus on the target and then 
place the now out of focus front sight on the target. Because 
the front sight is out of focus, it is difficult to place the front 
sight at the precise position in relation to the target to produce 
a hit. 

While telescopic sights represent an improvement over 
iron sights in that the target and reticle are simultaneously 
focused for the user, telescopic sights are expensive, heavy, 
relatively bulky, and easily subject to damage and/or mis- 
alignment due to rough handling. As a result, telescopic sights 
are typically limited to applications where cost and weight are 
not significant issues and where proper care can be exercised 
to avoid damage and/or misalignment. 

SUMMARY 

Sighting optics according to one embodiment of the inven- 
tion may comprise a front sight and a rear sight positioned in 

Illustrative embodiments of the invention are shown in the 

accompanying drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a schematic representation of one embodiment of 
25 sighting optics as the sighting optics could be utilized on a 

gun barrel; 

FIG. 2 is a schematic representation of a view looking 
through sighting optics showing substantially simultaneously 

focused images of a front sight and a target; 
3o FIG. 3 is a front view in elevation of a first embodiment of 

an optical element showing a central area and surrounding 

rings; 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional view in elevation of 

the first embodiment of the optical element taken along sec- 
35 tion line 4-4 of FIG. 3; 

FIG. 5 is a front view in elevation of a second embodiment 

of an optical element; 

FIG. 6 is an enlarged cross-sectional view in elevation of 

the second embodiment of the optical element taken along 
4o section line 6-6 of FIG. 5; 

FIG. 7 is a front view in elevation of a third embodiment of 

an optical element; 

FIG. 8 is an enlarged cross-sectional view in elevation of 

the third embodiment of the optical element taken along 
45 section line 8-8 of FIG. 7; 

FIG. 9 is an enlarged cross-sectional view in elevation of a 

portion of a fourth embodiment of an optical element; and 

FIG. 10 is a side view in elevation of a fifth embodiment of 

an optical element. 
50 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Sighting optics 10 according to one embodiment of the 

present invention are best seen in FIGS. 1 and 2 and may 

55 comprise a front sight 12 and a rear sight 14. Front sight 12 

and rear sight 14 may be mounted in a spaced-apart relation 

on a suitable sighting platform, such as a gun barrel 16, 

although other arrangements are possible, as will be 
described in further detail below. Rear sight 14 may comprise 

6o an optical element 18 having a first focal length and a second 

focal length. As used herein, the term "focal length" refers to 

the distance at which an object located on an object side 20 of 

optical element 18 will be substantially brought into focus (as 

a virtual image) at a defined location (e.g., to a user’s eye 30) 

65 on an image side 22 of optical element 18. Because optical 

element 18 is provided with first and second focal lengths, 

optical element 18 is capable of bringing into substantially 
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simultaneous focus, virtual images of objects located at two 

different positions (i.e., the first focal length and the second 

focal length) on the object side 20 of optical element 18. 

In the embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, the first 
focal length of optical element 18 is selected so that it is about 

equal to a distance 24 between optical element 18 and the 

front sight 12. The second focal length of optical element 18 

is selected so that it is about equal to a distance 26 between 

optical element 18 and an expected position of a target 28. By 

way of example, in one embodiment, the first focal length is 

selected to be about 83 cm (about 33 inches), whereas the 
second focal length is selected to be infinity (w). Thus, sight- 

ing optics 10 according to the teachings provided herein will 
bring into substantially simultaneous focus (i.e., as virtual 

images for a user’s eye 30) both the front sight 12 and the 

target 28. See FIG. 2. 

In one embodiment, optical element 18 may comprise a 

focusing element, such as a lens 32, as best seen in FIGS. 3 

and 4. Lens 32 performs a diffractive focusing function and/or 

a refractive focusing function in order to bring into simulta- 

neous focus images of objects located at about the first and 

second focal lengths. More specifically, in one embodiment, 

lens 32 may comprise a central region or area 34 surrounded 

by annular tings 36. The central region or area 34 provides the 

refractive function, whereas the annular rings 36 provide the 
difli’active function. As will be explained in greater detail 

herein, the sizes, configurations, and arrangements of the 

central area 34 and tings 36 are configured to vary the dif- 

fraction efficiency of the lens 32 so that it can bring into 

simultaneous focus objects located at both the first focal 

length and the second focal length. 

In addition to providing the simultaneous focusing func- 

tion, the lens 32 may also be configured to divide or partition 

light unequally from the two different focal lengths. For 

example, a lens 32 according to the teachings provided herein 

may be constructed so that it biases or partitions more light to 

the first focal length relative to the second focal length. 

Accordingly, such a partitioned lens 32 will increase the 

brightness of images of objects located at the first focal length 

(e.g., the front sight 12) relative to objects located at the 

second focal length (e.g., the target 28). Alternatively, lens 32 

may be constructed with an opposite bias or partition. That is, 

lens 32 may be constructed so that it biases or partitions more 

light to the second focal length relative to the first focal 

length, thereby increasing the brightness of the image of the 

target 28 relative to the front sight 12. 

Many other types and configurations of optical element 18 

are possible, several of which are shown and described herein. 

For example, in another embodiment, an optical element 118 

may comprise a difli’active element, such as a zone plate 132 

illustrated in FIGS. 5 and 6. However, unlike lens 32, zone 
plate 132 performs purely diffractive (as opposed to refractive 

and difli’active) focusing functions in order to bring into 
simultaneous focus images of obj ects located at about the first 

and second focal lengths. Other embodiments of the optical 

element may comprise other configurations and/or may be 

used in conjunction with additional optical elements to pro- 

vide the dual focus capability and other optical functions, 

such as corrections for vision irregularities in a user’s eye or 

to provide image magnification, as will be described in 
greater detail below. 

A significant advantage of the sighting optics according to 

the teachings of the present invention is that they can be used 

to bring into substantially simultaneous focus virtual images 

of objects located at two different positions on the object side 

20 of optical element 18. When used in a sighting application, 

e.g., as a rifle or a bow sight, the sighting optics according to 

4 
the teachings provided herein will allow a user to see, simul- 

taneously, well-focused images of both the front sight and the 

target, thereby enhancing the ability of the user to acquire and 

hit the target. Another advantage of the sighting optics of the 

5 present invention is that they can be made very small, light, 

and robust, providing a size, weight, durability, and rugged- 

ness similar to that of conventional "iron sights," but with 

aiming abilities more akin to those possible with conventional 

telescopic sights. 

10 Still other advantages are associated with the ability to 

design the sighting optics so that they bias or partition the 

light unequally between obj ects located at the first and second 

focal lengths. For example, it may be advantageous in certain 

applications to provide sighting optics that are biased to the 

15 first focal length, thereby providing enhanced brightness of 

the front sight relative to the target. Conversely, it may be 

advantageous in other applications to provide sighting optics 

that provide enhanced brightness of the target relative to the 

front sight, for example, when the target stands at a significant 

20 distance. 

Having briefly described certain embodiments and varia- 

tions of sighting optics according to the teachings provided 

herein, as well as some of their more significant features and 

advantages, various embodiments and alternative configura- 

25 tions of the sighting optics will now be described in detail. 

However, before proceeding with the detailed description, it 

should be noted that while the sighting optics are shown and 

described herein as they could be used in conjunction with 

rifles of the type utilized in military and civilian applications, 
3o they may be utilized in a wide variety of other applications as 

well, as would become apparent to a person having ordinary 

skill in the art after having become familiar with the teachings 

provided herein. Consequently, the present invention should 

not be regarded as limited to the particular arrangements and 

35 applications shown and described herein. 

Referring back now to FIG. 1, sighting optics 10 according 

to one embodiment of the present invention may comprise a 

front sight 12 and a rear sight 14. The front and rear sights 12 

and 14 may be mounted in a spaced-apart relation on a suit- 

4o able sighting platform, such as a gun barrel 16. In the embodi- 

ment shown and described herein, the front sight 12 may 

comprise a configuration, such as a post, a bead, or a ring- 

shaped structure of the type commonly utilized in so-called 

"iron sights." The front sight 12 may be provided at or near the 

45 end 38 of gun barrel 16, although other locations along the 

length of the barrel 16 are possible, as would become appar- 

ent to a person having ordinary skill in the art after having 

become familiar with the teachings provided herein. 
Rear sight 14 may be mounted at a rearward location on 

50 gun barrel 16, so that a user’s eye 30 can conveniently sight 

through sighting optics 1O and see the virtual images pro- 

duced by optical element 18, as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. 

Alternatively, rear sight 14 could be mounted at other loca- 

tions, such as the gun receiver, as would become apparent to 

55 a person having ordinary skill in the art after having become 

familiar with the teachings provided herein. In the embodi- 

ment shown and described herein, rear sight 14 may comprise 

a frame or housing 40 sized to receive optical element 18. 

Alternatively, a housing 40 need not be used, in which case 

6o rear sight 14 and optical element 18 would be one and the 

sanle. 

Frame or housing 40 may comprise any of a wide variety of 

structures, materials, and configurations depending on the 

intended application, the particular type of optical element 18 

65 that is to be utilized, as well as on whether any other elements 

or devices (e.g., lenses, aperture rings, irises, etc.) are to be 

provided on, inside, or in conjunction with, housing 40. Con- 
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sequently, the present invention should not be limited to a 
housing 40 having any particular type of structure or configu- 
ration. However, by way of example, in one embodiment, 
housing 40 may comprise a generally cylindrically shaped 
structure sized to receive the optical element 18 in the manner 
illustrated in FIG. 1. 

Housing 40 also may be configured to be attached to gun 
barrel 16 such as, for example, by one or more mounts 42. 
Mounts 42 may be configured to allow housing 40 to be 
readily attached to and removed from gun barrel 16, although 
quick attachment and removal of the housing 40 are not 
required. In addition, mounts 42 may be configured to allow 
housing 40 to be adjusted or aimed to allow proper "sighting" 
of sighting optics 10. Housing 40 may be fabricated from any 
of a wide variety of materials, such as metals or plastics, 
suitable for the intended application. By way of example, in 
one embodiment, housing 40 is fabricated from aluminum. 

As briefly mentioned above, sighting optics 10 need not be 
mounted to a gun barrel 16 and used in connection with a rifle, 
but could instead be used in any of a wide variety of applica- 
tions and in conjunction with any of a wide variety of devices 
wherein the sighting optics 10 of the present invention could 
be used to advantage. For example, in another application, the 
front and rear sights (e.g., front sight 12 and rear sight 14) 
could be mounted to a bow or a crossbow and used in archery 
applications. In such an application, it may be necessary or 
desirable to mount the front and rear sights 12 and 14, respec- 
tively, on a separate sighting platform or structure that is 
mounted to the bow. Alternatively, since sighting optics 10 
can be very small, light, and rugged, sighting optics 10 could 
be mounted on the bowstring and serve as a rear sight for a 
bow. Still other arrangements are possible, as would become 
apparent to a person having ordinary skill in the art after 
having become familiar with the teachings provided herein. 
Consequently, the present invention should not be regarded as 
limited to the particular applications and configurations 
shown and described herein. 

Proceeding now with the description, one embodiment of 
optical element 18 is best seen in FIGS. 3 and 4 and may 
comprise a lens 32 capable of bringing into substantially 
simultaneous focus, as virtual images, images of objects 
located at two different positions, or focal lengths, on the 
object side 20 of lens 32. See also FIG. 1. In order for lens 32 
to simultaneously form well-focused virtual images of 
objects located at two different focal lengths (i.e., first and 
second focal lengths), lens 32 is provided with refractive and 
diffi’active focusing functions. 

One way to achieve the refractive and diffi’active focusing 
functions is to provide lens 32 with a central area 34 that is 
surrounded by a plurality of rings 36. Central area 34 may 
comprise a convex surface to provide the refractive focusing 
function, whereas the rings 36 provide the diffractive focus- 
ing function of lens 32. 

In order to provide the dual focus capability described 
herein, i.e., in order for lens 32 to have the first and second 
focal lengths, a minimum number of rings 36 (typically at 
least three) needs to be provided. The diameters of the rings 
36 will vary depending on the first focal length, the second 
focal length, and the degree of partitioning desired between 
the first and second focal lengths. Additionally, the design 
wavelength (i.e., the wavelength, for design purposes, that is 
most representative of the predominant illumination present 
in the environment where the lens 32 will be used) will have 
an effect on the ring 36 diameters and corresponding clear 
aperture 44 of lens 32. 

Because lens 32 provides a difli’active focusing function, 
the front sight 12 and target 28 focal lengths may correspond 

6 
to different focusing "orders" of lens 32. For example, in one 
embodiment, the distance 24 (FIG. 1) between optical ele- 
mentt 18 and front sight 12 (i.e., a first focal length) corre- 
sponds to a primary focusing order of lens 32. The distance 26 

5 (FIG. 1) between optical element 18 and target 28 (i.e., a 

second focal length) corresponds to an infinite focusing order 
of lens 32. Stated another way, the virtual image of the front 
sight 12 is formed by the primary focusing order of lens 32, 
whereas the virtual image of the target 28 is formed by the 

10 infinite focusing order of lens 32. 

The selections of the particular physical features (e.g., the 
central area 34 and rings 36) required to provide lens 32 with 
the desired optical properties (e.g., primary and infinite focus- 

15 ing orders, degree ofpartitioning between the first and second 
focal lengths, design wavelength, etc.) may be arrived at by 
using any of a wide variety of computer programs now known 
in the art or that may be developed in the future for determin- 
ing physical lens features based on desired lens performance. 

2o By way of example, in one embodiment, the various physical 
features of lens 32 (e.g., numbers and diameters of the rings 
36) presented in Table 1 were calculated by a computer pro- 
gram known as CODE V®, and currently available from 
Optical Research Associates, Pasadena, Calif., U.S. 

25 Table 1 presents ring diameters required for two different 
first focal lengths (e.g., 60 cm and 83 cm) as well as for two 
different design wavelengths (e.g., 550 nm and 590 nm) for a 
lens 32 made from fused silica. The data in Table 1 were also 
determined for substantially equal partitioning between the 

3o first and second focal lengths, respectively. Because, in one 
embodiment, the second focal length is selected to be infinity 
(cc), often referred to as the zero order beam of lens 32, the 
physical lens parameters need not be varied to accomplish 
focusing at infinity. Depth of field is significant for human 

35 vision. Objects will appear to be in focus from infinity all the 
way down to distances on the order of twenty meters. That is, 
the effective range of focus for the infinite focal length 
extends out from about twenty meters. Such a focus capabil- 
ity will be sufficient for virtually all applications. However, if 

4o the second focal length is desired to be less than infinity (i.e., 
less than about twenty meters), then the physical parameters 
of lens 32 will need to take into account this desired target 
focal length. In particular, addition of small refractive correc- 
tion to the light focused by the infinite focusing order diffi’ac- 

45 tive capability will accommodate those cases where it is not. 
In any event, the ability to select the second focal length to be 
any desired distance will be within the level of a person 
having ordinary skill in the art after having become familiar 
with the teachings provided herein. 

5O 

TABLE 1 

f= 83 cm       f= 60 cm       f= 83 cm       f= 60 cm 
(£ = 550 nm) (£ = 550 nm) (£ = 570 ira1) (£ = 570 nm) 

Ring Diameter (mm) Diameter (mm) Diameter (ram) Diameter (mm) 

55 

6O 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

1.8510 1.5736 1.8844 1.6020 
2.6610 2.2622 2.7090 2.3030 
3.2766 2.7856 3.3356 2.8358 
3.7936 3.2250 3.8620 3.2832 
4.2480 3.6114 4.3246 3.6764 
4.6584 3.9602 4.7424 4.0316 

As can be seen from the data in Table 1, the overall clear 
aperture 44 for a lens 32 having the minimum number of three 

complete rings 36 will be about 3.3 mm for a first focal length 

65 (e.g., distance 24 (FIG. 1)) of about 83 cm, a second focal 

length (e.g., distance 26 (FIG. 1)) of infinity (�), and a design 

wavelength � of about 550 nm. It should also be noted that the 
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clear aperture 44 of lens 32 decreases as the first focal length 
decreases, but increases with increasing design wavelength �. 

It should be noted that while the lens 32 illustrated in FIGS. 
3 and 4 resembles a Fresnel lens, it differs from a conventional 
Fresnel lens in several important respects. For example, con- 
ventional Fresnel lenses are not usually designed with dual 
focal lengths and are not typically designed to perform any 
difli’active focusing function. Indeed, if the clear aperture 44 
of lens 32 fails to include a minimum number offings 36, the 
difli’active focusing function of the lens 32 will be minimized 
to the point where the lens 32 would behave as a conventional 
refractive lens, thereby failing to achieve the desired func- 
tionality. 

In one embodiment, lens 32 is selected to have a first focal 
length of about 83 cm, a second focal length of infinity (w), a 
design wavelength � of about 550 nm, a back focal length of 
about 8 cm, and substantially equal partitioning between the 
first and second focal lengths. In addition, it was desired to 
provide lens 32 with six (6) rings 36 (instead of the minimum 
number of three (3) rings 36), in order to increase overall 
image brightness. These requirements resulted in a lens 32 
having a clear aperture 44 of about 5 mm and a thickness 46 
of about 1 mm. The six (6) rings 36 were provided having the 
specified diameters set forth in Table 1 for the corresponding 
first focal length and design wavelength )v. The lens 32 com- 
prised fused silica. 

While the lens data presented in Table 1 will result in a lens 
32 having substantially equal partitioning between the first 
and second focal lengths, other embodiments may be config- 
ured to provide unequal partitioning between the first and 
second focal lengths. For example, in another embodiment, 
lens 32 may partition about 60% of the light to the first focal 
length and about 40% to the second focal length. In still yet 
another alternative embodiment, lens 32 may partition about 
40% of the light to the first focal length and about 60% to the 
second focal length. Lenses 32 having the characteristics 
described herein are available from and may be manufactured 
"to order" by Tessera North America, Inc., Charlotte, N.C., 
U.S. Alternatively, lenses 32 having such unequal partition- 
ing may be fabricated in accordance with the teachings pro- 
vided in U.S. Pat. No. 5,017,000, entitled "Multifocals Using 
Phase Shifting" which is hereby incorporated herein by ref- 
erence for all that it discloses. 

As already mentioned, rear sight 14 may be provided with 
additional elements and/or devices to enhance the perfor- 
mance of the sighting optics 10, as may be desired for a 
particular application. For example, in the embodiment illus- 
trated in FIG. 1, the rear sight 14 may be provided with a 
supplemental lens 48 that may be located between the optical 
element 18 and the user’s eye 30. Supplemental lens 48 may 
be used to provide any of a wide range of functions, such as, 
for example, spherical power correction, cylin&ical power 
correction, or a combination of both, in order to correct for 
deficiencies in the user’s eye 30. The provision of such a 
supplemental lens 48 may thereby allow a user to use the 
sighting optics 10 without the need for glasses. In another 
embodiment, the supplemental lens 48 may provide magni- 
fication, allowing the user’s eye 30 to perceive enlarged vir- 
tual images of the front sight 12 and target 28. 

As mentioned above, sighting optics 1O may comprise a 
number of variations and modifications, many of which are 
shown and described herein. For example, and with reference 
now primarily to FIGS. 5 and 6, a second embodiment of the 
optical element 118 may comprise a difli’active element, such 
as a zone plate 132. Unlike lens 32 for the first embodiment of 
optical element 18 (FIG. 1), the zone plate 132 performs 

8 
purely difli’active focusing functions in order to bring into 
simultaneous focus images of objects located at or near the 
first and second focal lengths. 

More specifically, in the embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 5 
5 and 6, zone plate 132 may comprise an optically transparent 

substrate 150 having a plurality of opaque rings 136 provided 
thereon. In one embodiment, the rings 136 are arranged so 
that zone plate 132 comprises a substantially open (i.e., trans- 
parent) central region 134. To achieve constructive interfer- 

10 ence and focusing, every other zone should be blocked, but 
only those with odd values of "m" within the formula R��- 
(tXm/n)*/2, where "R�," is the radii of the boundaries between 
the zones, ’T’ is the focal length, "�" is the wavelength, and 
"n" is the refractive index. Blocking zones with even values of 

15 "m" would result in only destructive interference. The central 
region 134 could be blocked or made opaque and still achieve 
focusing, but this would produce a further loss of light with no 
known benefit. 

The first focal length of zone plate 132 may correspond to 
2o the first focusing order of the zone plate 132, whereas the 

second focal length of zone plate 132 may correspond to the 
zeroth focusing order of the zone plate 132. As was the case 
for the lens 32 of the first embodiment, the number, sizing, 
and spacing of the rings 136 of zone plate 132 may be deter- 

25 mined based on the various optical parameters desired for 
zone plate 132. The various optical parameters may include 
the first focal length, the second focal length, the design 
wavelength, and the desired degree of partitioning between 
the respective first and second focal lengths. Any of a wide 

3o variety of computer programs now known in the art or that 
may be developed in the future may be used to select the 
number, sizing, and spacing of the rings 136 of zone plate 132 
based on the specified optical parameters. However, because 
a person having ordinary skill in the art would be capable of 

35 designing a zone plate 132 having such optical parameters, 
after having become familiar with the teachings provided 
herein, particular examples for designing such zone plates 
132 will not be described in further detail herein. 

A third embodiment of an optical element 218 is illustrated 
4o in FIGS. 7 and 8. The optical element 218 may be advanta- 

geous in cases requiring long first focal lengths and small 
clear apertures. More specifically, the optical element 218 of 
the third embodiment may comprise a transparent member or 
"lens" 232 comprising a curved portion 254 that is partitioned 

45 by a series of concentric tings 252. The concentric rings 252 
directly transmit light to pass the target image unaltered, 
whereas the curved portions 254 between adjacent concentric 
tings 252 produce the lens (i.e., refractive focusing) function, 
bringing the front sight 12 into focus. In this embodiment, 

50 then, the first focal length (for the front sight 12) is controlled 
by the curvature of the curved portion 254, whereas the sec- 
ond focal length (i.e., for the target 28) is controlled by the 
concentric rings 252. The transparent member 232 may be 
manufactured by etching a glass blank to produce the desired 

55 curved portion 254 while leaving the concentric tings 252 
unetched. Alternatively, such a lens 232 may be obtained 
from Tessera North America, Inc. 

A fourth embodiment of an optical element 318 is illus- 
trated in FIG. 9. The optical element 318 is similar to the 

60 optical element 18 of the first embodiment and comprises a 
lens 332 having a central area 334 surrounded by a minimum 
of three tings 336. However, unlike the first embodiment, 
each of the three rings 336, as well as the central area 334, is 
provided with a plurality of steps 356. Steps 356 are sized and 

65 spaced so as to create annular zones approximating the angled 
annular surfaces as are represented by rings 336 to produce 
constructive interference at the design wavelength. Steps 356 
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may be formed with the necessary precision using a multi- 
mask photo etching process and may be obtained from 

Tessera North America, Inc. 
A fifth embodiment of an optical element 418 is illustrated 

in FIG. 10. Optical element 418 may be provided with an 

integral supplemental "lens" formed by a curved image side 
surface 448. The integral lens formed by curved image side 

surface 448 may be used to provide any of a wide variety of 

optical functions. For example, in one application, curved 

image side surface 448 may be used to replace the separate 

lens 48 illustrated in FIG. 1. Stated another way, curved image 

side surface 448 may be configured to supply spherical power 

correction, cylindrical power correction, or a combination of 

both, in order to correct for vision deficiencies of the user’s 
eye 30. Curved image side surface 448 may also be used to 

provide magnification to the virtual images of the front sight 

12 and target 28 formed by optical element 18. 

Having herein set forth embodiments of the present inven- 

tion, it is anticipated that suitable modifications can be made 

thereto which will nonetheless remain within the scope of the 

invention. The invention shall therefore only be construed in 

accordance with the following appended claims. 

The invention claimed is: 

1. Sighting optics, comprising: 

a front sight; 
an optical element spaced from the front sight, wherein the 

optical element is positioned between the front sight and 

an intended position for a user’s eye, and the optical 

element is configured to substantially simultaneously 
focus the front sight and a target to enable the user’s eye 

to perceive substantially focused images of the front 

sight and the target simultaneously; and 

wherein the optical element comprises a transparent mem- 

ber comprising a plurality of transparent rings surround- 

ing a central unoccluded area of the optical element, and 

wherein at least one portion of the transparent member 

extending radially between at least two adjacent rings of 

the plurality offings comprises an unoccluded area. 

2. The sighting optics of claim 1, wherein the optical ele- 

ment comprises a refractive element. 

3. The sighting optics of claim 2, wherein the refractive 

element comprises the central unoccluded area of the optical 

element surrounded by the plurality of rings, wherein the 

10 
central unoccluded area of the optical element provides a 

refractive focusing function and the plurality of rings of the 

optical element provides a diffractive focusing function. 

4. The sighting optics of claim 3, wherein the front sight is 

5 substantially focused by a primary focusing order of the opti- 

cal element and wherein the target is substantially focused by 

an infinite focusing order of the optical element. 

5. The sighting optics of claim 1, wherein the optical ele- 

ment comprises a difli’active element. 

10 6. The sighting optics of claim 1, wherein the optical ele- 

ment comprises a convex surface on a surface of the optical 

element opposite the intended position for a user’s eye. 

7. The sighting optics of claim 1, wherein each ring of the 

plurality offings and the central area comprises a plurality of 

15 steps sized and spaced to produce constructive interference at 

a design wavelength to provide a focusing function. 

8. The sighting optics of claim 1, wherein the optical ele- 

ment comprises an object side and an image side, the object 

side of the optical element comprising a curved central area 

20 surrounded by the plurality offings, and the image side of the 

optical element comprising a curved surface. 

9. The sighting optics of claim 8, wherein the curved sur- 

face provides at least one of spherical power correction and 

cylindrical power correction. 

25 10. The sighting optics of claim 8, wherein the curved 

surface magnifies the front sight and the target. 

11. Sighting optics, comprising: 

a front sight; and 

an optical element spaced from the front sight, the optical 

30 element comprising a transparent member comprising a 

plurality of concentric transparent rings protruding from 

the transparent member and surrounding a central unoc- 

cluded area of the optical element positioned in a central 

opening surrounded by the plurality of concentric trans- 

35 parent rings, wherein the optical element is positioned 

between the front sight and an intended position for a 

user’s eye, and the optical element is configured to sub- 
stantially simultaneously focus the front sight and a 

target to enable the user’s eye to perceive substantially 

4o focused images of the front sight and the target simulta- 

neously. 
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