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1
METHODS AND APPARATUSES USING
FILTER BANKS FOR MULTI-CARRIER
SPREAD SPECTRUM SIGNALS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 14/051,274, filed Oct. 10, 2013, now U.S. Pat.
No. 8,861,571, issued Oct. 14, 2014, which is a divisional of
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/311,357, filed Dec. 5,
2011, now U.S. Pat. No. 8,731,027, issued May 20, 2014, the
disclosure of each of which is hereby incorporated herein in
its entirety by this reference.

GOVERNMENT RIGHTS

This invention was made with government support under
Contract Number DE-AC07-051D14517 awarded by the
United States Department of Energy. The government has
certain rights in the invention.

FIELD

Embodiments of the present disclosure are directed to the
field of wireless transmission of signals and, more particu-
larly, to wireless transmission of spread-spectrum signals.

BACKGROUND

There is a trend in multi-carrier mobile communication
consumer equipment towards the provision of multimode
wireless services using various standards, which are continu-
ously being updated. As the demand for personalized appli-
cations suited to diverse needs continues to grow, there is an
increasing need for multimode terminals that can provide
seamless connectivity between different multi-carrier modes
and that can be upgraded according to user needs.

A spread-spectrum (SS) technique is often used to distrib-
ute wireless transmit signals over a wider bandwidth than the
minimum required transmission bandwidth. In military appli-
cations, SS transmission may be used to avoid jamming and
also to reduce the probability of detection or interception. In
civilian applications, some forms of SS, known as code-
division multiple access (CDMA) may be used to allow mul-
tiple users to share the same channel or spectrum. Common
techniques being used are direct-sequence spread spectrum
(DS-SS) and frequency-hopping spread spectrum (FH-SS).
These common SS techniques may suffer from susceptibility
to narrow and partial band interference. Multi-Carrier Spread
Spectrum (MC-SS) is a particular form of SS that is designed
to be resistant to narrow and/or partial band interference. In
one conventional form, Orthogonal Frequency Division Mul-
tiplexing (OFDM) techniques have been used for creating this
spreading.

There is a need for apparatuses and methods that use a new
way to generate and detect multi-carrier spread-spectrum
signals that can carry information at a very low power level
distributed over the frequency spectrum.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A shows a Filter-Bank Multi-Carrier Spread-Spec-
trum (FB-MC-SS) signal over a frequency spectrum and with
a power level at or below a noise level;
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FIG. 1B shows the FB-MC-SS signal over a frequency
band with other communication signals in the frequency
spectrum,;

FIG. 1C shows the FB-MC-SS signal and other communi-
cation signals with high data rate overlay channels included in
white spaces in the frequency spectrum;

FIGS. 2A and 2B are block diagrams of a transmitter for
generating the FB-MC-SS signal as an underlay signal;

FIG. 3A is a graph that illustrates real and imaginary parts
of filtered multi-tone functions in the time domain;

FIG. 3B is a graph that illustrates the filtered multi-tone
function in the frequency domain;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a transmitter showing signals
represented as digital signals;

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a receiver for detecting and
decoding an FB-MC-SS signal of FIGS. 1A through 1C;

FIG. 6 is a graph illustrating a sinc pulse constructed as a
summation of complex sine waves;

FIG. 7 is a graph illustrating a train of sinc pulses from a
matched filter spaced in time at intervals of T/2;

FIG. 8 is a graph illustrating recovery of a data symbol
sequence from a matched filter output represented as a train of
unit pulses; and

FIG. 9 is a graph illustrating a recovered pulse with differ-
ent choices for carrier frequency offset.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following description, reference is made to the
accompanying drawings in which are shown, by way of illus-
tration, specific embodiments in which the disclosure may be
practiced. The embodiments are intended to describe aspects
of the disclosure in sufficient detail to enable those skilled in
the art to make, use, and otherwise practice the invention.
Furthermore, specific implementations shown and described
are only examples and should not be construed as the only
way to implement the present disclosure unless specified
otherwise herein. [t will be readily apparent to one of ordinary
skill in the art that the various embodiments of the present
disclosure may be practiced by numerous other partitioning
solutions. Other embodiments may be utilized and changes
may be made to the disclosed embodiments without departing
from the scope of the disclosure. The following detailed
description is not to be taken in a limiting sense, and the scope
of the present invention is defined only by the appended
claims.

In the following description, elements, circuits, and func-
tions may be shown in block diagram form in order not to
obscure the present disclosure in unnecessary detail. Con-
versely, specific implementations shown and described are
exemplary only and should not be construed as the only way
to implement the present disclosure unless specified other-
wise herein. Additionally, block definitions and partitioning
of logic between various blocks is exemplary of a specific
implementation. It will be readily apparent to one of ordinary
skill in the art that the present disclosure may be practiced by
numerous other partitioning solutions. For the most part,
details concerning timing considerations and the like have
been omitted where such details are not necessary to obtain a
complete understanding of the present disclosure and are
within the abilities of persons of ordinary skill in the relevant
art.

Those of ordinary skill in the art would understand that
information and signals may be represented using any of a
variety of different technologies and techniques. For
example, data, instructions, commands, information, signals,
bits, symbols, and chips that may be referenced throughout
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the above description may be represented by voltages, cur-
rents, electromagnetic waves, magnetic fields or particles,
optical fields or particles, or any combination thereof. Some
drawings may illustrate signals as a single signal for clarity of
presentation and description. It will be understood by a per-
son of ordinary skill in the art that the signal may represent a
bus of signals, wherein the bus may have a variety of bit
widths, and the present disclosure may be implemented on
any number of data signals including a single data signal.

The various illustrative logical blocks, modules, and cir-
cuits described in connection with the embodiments dis-
closed herein may be implemented or performed with a gen-
eral purpose processor, a special purpose processor, a Digital
Signal Processor (DSP), an Application Specific Integrated
Circuit (ASIC), a Field Programmable Gate Array (FPGA) or
other programmable logic device, discrete gate or transistor
logic, discrete hardware components, or any combination
thereof designed to perform the functions described herein. A
general-purpose processor may be a microprocessor, but in
the alternative, the processor may be any conventional pro-
cessor, controller, microcontroller, or state machine. A gen-
eral-purpose processor may be considered a special-purpose
processor while the general-purpose processor executes
instructions (e.g., software code) stored on a computer-read-
able medium. A processor may also be implemented as a
combination of computing devices, e.g., a combination of a
DSP and a microprocessor, a plurality of microprocessors,
one or more microprocessors in conjunction with a DSP core,
or any other such configuration.

Also, it is noted that embodiments may be described in
terms of a process that may be depicted as a flowchart, a flow
diagram, a structure diagram, or a block diagram. Although a
flowchart may describe operational acts as a sequential pro-
cess, many of these acts can be performed in another
sequence, in parallel, or substantially concurrently. In addi-
tion, the order of the acts may be re-arranged. A process may
correspond to amethod, a function, a procedure, a subroutine,
a subprogram, etc. Furthermore, the methods disclosed
herein may be implemented in hardware, software, or both. If
implemented in software, the functions may be stored or
transmitted as one or more instructions or code on computer-
readable media. Computer-readable media include both com-
puter storage media and communication media, including any
medium that facilitates transfer of a computer program from
one place to another.

Elements described herein may include multiple instances
of the same element. These elements may be generically
indicated by a numerical designator (e.g., 110) and specifi-
cally indicated by the numerical indicator followed by an
alphabetic designator (e.g., 110A) or a numeric indicator
preceded by a “dash” (e.g., 110-1). For ease of following the
description, for the most part, element number indicators
begin with the number of the drawing on which the elements
are introduced or most fully discussed. Thus, for example,
element identifiers on a FIG. 1 will be mostly in the numerical
format 1xx and elements on a FIG. 4 will be mostly in the
numerical format 4xx.

It should be understood that any reference to an element
herein using a designation such as “first,” “second,” and so
forth, does not limit the quantity or order of those elements,
unless such limitation is explicitly stated. Rather, these des-
ignations may be used herein as a convenient method of
distinguishing between two or more elements or instances of
an element. Thus, a reference to first and second elements
does not mean that only two elements may be employed there
or that the first element must precede the second element in
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some manner. In addition, unless stated otherwise, a set of
elements may comprise one or more elements.

The term “bus” may be used to refer to a plurality of signals
or conductors, which may be used to transfer one or more
various types of information, such as data, addresses, control,
or status. Additionally, a bus or a collection of signals may be
referred to in the singular as a signal. Some drawings may
illustrate signals as a single signal for clarity of presentation
and description. It will be understood by a person of ordinary
skill in the art that the signal may represent a bus of signals,
wherein the bus may have a variety of bit widths, and the
present disclosure may be implemented on any number of
data signals, including a single data signal.

Embodiments of the present disclosure include appara-
tuses and methods for generating and receiving multi-carrier
spread-spectrum signals carrying information at a very low
power level distributed over the frequency spectrum.

Embodiments discussed herein use a unique implementa-
tion for MC-SS signals based on filter banks. Non-overlap-
ping subcarrier filters used in the filter banks are used in
transmit and receive systems that generate MC-SS signals
that can coexist with other signals within the same spectrum.
A Filter-Bank Multi-Carrier Spread-Spectrum (FB-MC-SS)
signal may exist in an apparent noise level of other conven-
tional communication signals operating at higher power. In
addition, the FB-MC-SS signal may feature multiple redun-
dancies in data symbol transmission. As a result of these
characteristics, the FB-MC-SS may have a low probability of
detection and interception, and may be able to operate under
harsh RF environments and/or jamming conditions. FB-MC-
SS signals pose little or no taxation on the spectrum under use
because FB-MC-SS signals can transmit at or near the noise
level of other signals and can be deployed on most any band
of frequencies. In addition, FB-MC-SS signals may prove
useful in rejecting narrow and partial band interferences as
opposed to conventional SS techniques. For example, con-
ventional techniques in which the subcarriers of the SS signal
may simply drop communication rather than being able to
determine interference and reduce the weight given to those
subcarriers.

FIG. 1A shows a graph 100A illustrating an FB-MC-SS
signal 120. The x-axis of the graph 100A represents the fre-
quency of the signals over a frequency spectrum 125, and the
y-axis of the graph 100A represents the spectral power den-
sity of the signals. Line 110 is a threshold that represents a
noise level 110 over a frequency spectrum 125. The frequency
spectrum 125 may have some desired bandwidth. As a non-
limiting example, such a bandwidth may be 50 MHz.

The FB-MC-SS signal 120 has a power level at or below the
noise level 110. The noise level 110 is a power level below
which other communication signals being transmitted in the
frequency spectrum 125 would consider noise that would not
have a significant impact on their communication signal. The
FB-MC-SS signal 120 may be considered an underlay control
channel (i.e., “underlay,” meaning it is below the noise level
110) with a relatively large number of subcarriers over the
frequency spectrum 125. The subcarriers are illustrated by the
arrows pointing up within a relatively small bandwidth illus-
trated by a box around each arrow. The number of subcarriers
is generally selected to be a large number and may also be
selected to be a power of two (i.e., 2”), such as, for example,
128, 2048, and 4096 subcarriers.

The FB-MC-SS signal 120 includes a data symbol modu-
lated onto each subcarrier. Moreover, the same data symbol is
redundantly modulated onto each subcarrier. In other words,
each subcarrier of the FB-MC-SS signal 120 includes the
same data. As a non-limiting example, the data symbol modu-
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lation may be as simple as a single bit modulated with binary
phase shift keying (BPSK). In addition, more complex data
symbol modulation techniques may be used for data symbols
containing more data bits. For example, and without limita-
tion, modulation techniques, such as quadrature phase shift
keying (QPSK) and quadrature amplitude modulations
(QAM), such as QAM 16, QAM 32, and QAM 64, may be
used. Of course, these examples are intended to be non-
limiting, and other data symbol modulation techniques are
contemplated. Generally, the more simple modulation
schemes may allow for easier data symbol recovery and may
be more robust in embodiments transmitting at very low
power levels.

FIG. 1B is a graph 100B showing the FB-MC-SS signal
120 over a frequency band with other communication signals
being transmitted in the frequency spectrum 125. For
example, various narrowband signals 130 and wideband sig-
nals 140 may be transmitted at various frequency bands
within the frequency spectrum. The narrowband signals 130
and wideband signals 140 may collectively be referred to as
communications signals 130, 140 herein.

Relative to other types of signals, a narrowband signal 130
tends to be in a relatively narrow frequency band and at a
relatively higher power level. For example, depending on the
frequencies involved, narrowband signals 130 may include
single carrier (i.e., tone) signals or other relatively narrow
frequency bands, such as Frequency Modulation (FM) sig-
nals, frequency hopping signals, public safety communica-
tion channels, and Global System for Mobile telecommuni-
cations (GSM) signals.

Wideband signals 140 may be signals that have multiple
carriers spread over a relatively wide band, such as, for
example, Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiplexing
(OFDM) signals. A wideband signal 140 also tends to have a
narrow frequency band around each subcarrier, but includes
multiple subcarriers, which spreads the signal over a wider
frequency band. In general, wideband signals 140 may be at
a lower power level than narrowband signals 130. As non-
limiting examples, power levels for the FB-MC-SS signal 120
may be in the 100-milliwatt range, whereas power levels for
a wideband signal 140 or a narrowband signal 130 may be in
the 2,000- to 10,000-milliwatt range.

In addition, in many definitions of spread-spectrum wide-
band signals, the frequency bands around each subcarrier
may overlap by a small amount. In contrast, the FB-MC-SS
signal 120 of embodiments of the present disclosure may be
configured with narrow bands, such that there is little or no
overlap of bands between adjacent subcarriers. In other
words, the FB-MC-SS signal 120 spreads the signal over a set
of spectrally isolated subcarrier bands.

The FB-MC-SS signal 120 may coexist with the commu-
nication signals 130, 140 because the power level is suffi-
ciently near the noise level 110 such that the communication
signals 130, 140 will consider the FB-MC-SS signal 120 to be
at an apparent noise level. However, the communication sig-
nals 130, 140 may be considered as interference to the FB-
MC-SS signal 120. Thus, braces below the graph in FIGS. 1B
and 1C show interference bands 180 where there may be other
communication signals 130, 140, and other braces show clear
bands 170 where no detectable high power signals are
located. As discussed more fully below, embodiments of the
present disclosure may give no weight, or a relatively low
weight, to carrier frequencies of the FB-MC-SS signal 120
that are in interference bands 180 and give a relatively high
weight to carrier frequencies of the FB-MC-SS signal 120
that are in clear bands 170. In other words, the combined
de-modulated FB-MC-SS signal 120 on the receiver side may
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contain a larger amount of the less noisy signals (i.e., non-
interfered subcarriers of the FB-MC-SS signal 120) and a
smaller amount of the more noisy signals (i.e., interfered
subcarriers of the FB-MC-SS signal 120).

FIG. 1C is a graph 100C showing the FB-MC-SS signal
120 and other communication signals 130, 140 with filter
bank multi-carrier (FB-MC) signals 190 included in white
spaces in the clear bands 170 of the frequency spectrum 125.
While the communication signals 130, 140 may be generated
by other operators, the FB-MC signals 190 may be generated
by the same operator that generates the FB-MC-SS signal
120. Thus, as discussed above, the FB-MC-SS signal 120 may
be considered an underlay channel, whereas the FB-MC sig-
nal 190 may be considered an overlay channel (i.e., “overlay,”
meaning it is above the noise level 110) of the same operator.
In addition, the FB-MC signal 190 may not be an SS signal.
With the higher power, the FB-MC signals 190 may be con-
figured with more complex data symbols and transmit difter-
ent data symbols on each subcarrier. As a result, the data
transmitted by the operator over the FB-MC signals 190 may
have a relatively higher data rate than the FB-MC-SS signal
120. In addition, because of the pulse shaping characteristics
described below, the FB-MC signals 190 may be more spec-
trally isolated. As a result, the FB-MC signals 190 may have
subcarriers that are spaced closer together than other wide-
band signals 140, as indicated by the spacing of the arrows
shown in FIG. 1C. As a result, the FB-MC signals 190 may
have a relatively higher data rate than the other wideband
signals 140 generated by other operators within the frequency
spectrum 120.

Embodiments of the present disclosure may use the FB-
MC-SS signal 120 to detect these white spaces. Once
detected, an adaptive radio scenario may be set up whereby
the higher power FB-MC signals 190 may be transmitted over
carriers that occupy the white space. In such a scenario, the
FB-MC-SS signal 120 may be thought of as an underlay
control channel for detecting white spaces and controlling the
higher data rate FB-MC signals 190 as the overlay channel.
The adaptive radio occupation period for the high data rate
overlay channels FB-MC signals 190 may be a relatively
short period, such as, for example, 10 milliseconds, which
may vary with different protocols defined for dynamic spec-
trum access of unused frequency spectrums.

FIG. 2A is a block diagram of a transmitter 200A for
generating the FB-MC-SS signal 120 as an underlay signal.
The transmitter 200A includes a pulse shaping and distribu-
tion module 210 and a modulator 220. The pulse shaping and
distribution module 210 may be configured to receive input
data symbols 205 (i.e., s(t)), and perform a filtering and spec-
trum distribution function (e.g., an impulse response repre-
sented by g(t)) to generate a baseband output signal 215 (i.e.,
x(t)). The modulator 220 receives the baseband output signal
215 to be modulated and up-converted for RF transmission as
RF signal 225 (e.g., FB-MC-SS signal 120 (FIGS. 1A
through 1C)).

Inan embodiment for generating a low to medium data-rate
FB-MC-SS signal 120 as an underlay control channel, one
symbol may be transmitted at a time and that symbol is spread
over all the carrier frequencies in the spread-spectrum signal.
In other words, at a first symbol time, all subcarriers modulate
the same first symbol, and at a second symbol time, all sub-
carriers modulate the same second symbol, etc. Thus, in one
embodiment, each data symbol is a simple binary bit. Other
embodiments may, however, include more complex modula-
tion of multiple bits for each data symbol. In addition, when
configured to transmit the higher data rate FB-MC signals
190 (FIG. 1C) as overlay channels, different data symbols
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may be transmitted on different subcarriers. In other words,
for the overlay channel, the transmission may not be spread
spectrum.

FIG. 2B is a block diagram of a transmitter 200B for
generating the FB-MC-SS signal 120 (FIG. 1A) as an under-
lay signal. In this embodiment, the pulse shaping and distri-
bution module 210 of FIG. 2A is separated into a synthesis
filter bank 212 and a spectrum distribution module 214. The
transmitter 200B further includes the modulator 220 config-
ured as described above. The synthesis filter bank 212
receives the input data symbols 205, which is the information
to be transmitted. The input data symbols 205 are filtered and
gain added in the synthesis filter bank 212. The spectrum
distribution module 214 is configured to add phase to the
input data symbols 205 to generate the baseband output signal
215 that includes the data symbols distributed throughout the
plurality of subcarriers of the frequency spectrum.

The pulse-shaping filter g(t) (FIG. 2A) on the transmitter
side may be broken down into two separate components,
namely a “prototype filter”” h(t), and another function of time
p(t), thus: g(t)=h(t)p(t). In other words, the input data symbols
205 are passed through the pulse-shaping filter g(t) (charac-
terized by an impulse response represented by g(t)) before
being modulated and up-converted for RF transmission.

With the input data symbols 205 defined as a train of data
symbols sin [n] at a spacing T, the input data symbols (s(t))
205 may be expressed as:

s(0) = Z s[nlé( = nT). M

n

In the synthesis filter bank 212, the prototype filter h(t) is a
pulse-shaping filter that is the same for all subcarriers. Thus,
the prototype filter h(t) may also be referred to herein as a
pulse-shaping filter, and may be configured as a low-pass
filter, such as a square-root Nyquist filter (e.g., square-root
raised-cosine). Accordingly, one may note that the set of
filters yoh(t) through v, ,h(t) may be used to band-limit the
stream of input data symbols 205 at each bank ofthe synthesis
filter bank 212 and also to apply spreading gain factors y,
through y,, ; to each bank.

The spectrum distribution module 214 includes a set of
modulators to the output of each bank to a different frequency
within the spread spectrum. In other words, the modulators
shift the spectra of the band-limited and spread signals to the
set of subcarrier frequencies f;, through f,, ;. The resulting
subcarrier frequencies with the modulated signals are com-
bined as a baseband output signal 215 with a spread-spectrum
signal.

The modulator 220 up-converts the baseband output signal
215, represented as x(t), to the RF signal 225 for transmission.
Combining equation (1) above with the filter functions of the
synthesis filter bank 212 and the modulation function of the
spectrum distribution module 214, results in an equation for
the baseband output signal 215 as:

N-1 (2)
x(1) = Z Z vis[nlh( — nTef it

n k=0

When the subcarrier frequencies ; are selected such that
f,T, for k=0, 1, . . ., N-1, is an integer, &/*Vi=g/>vt7D)
equation (2) above can be rearranged as:

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8
X0y =) slnlg(t—nT) &
where:
g0 =h(np() “)
and
®)

N-1
pny= )y,
k=0

Thus, according to equation (4) above, g(t) may be repre-
sented as a multiplication of the prototype filter h(t) and
another function of time p(t). This other function of time p(t)
represented by equation (5) above may be determined by the
spreading gains v, and the subcarrier frequencies f;.

Equation (3) above may be interpreted as, the FB-MC-SS
signal x(t) is obtained by passing the data stream s[n] through
the common pulse-shaping filter g(t). The choice of g(t),
determined by h(t), the spreading gains y,, and the subcarrier
frequencies f,, can result in various forms of FB-MC-SS
systems. When h(t) is a rectangular pulse with a width of T
equal to the length of an FFT (Tzz,), plus the length of a
cyclic prefix (T ), and the subcarrier frequencies f; are at the
regular interval 1/T -z, x(t) will be an OFDM-based SS sig-
nal, and, hence, may be referred to as OFDM-SS.

Another example is to generate a filtered multi-tone
(FMT)-type spread-spectrum signal. As a non-limiting
example, a square-root Nyquist filter may be implemented for
h(t). A “root Nyquist” filter may be used as an abbreviation to
a square-root Nyquist filter. One example of a square-root
Nyquist filter is a square-root raised-cosine filter having a
roll-off factor (o). Thus, defining h(t) as the impulse response
of a square-root raised-cosine filter with a roll-off factor (o)
and a symbol rate 1/T, and setting the subcarrier frequencies
f, at a regular interval (1+a)/T, the baseband output signal
215, x(t) will be an FMT-based SS signal. In addition, other
choices ofh(t) and f, that lead to other types of FB-MC-SS are
also contemplated. For example, additional examples of
square-root Nyquist filters include those described in B. Far-
hang-Boroujeny, “Square-root Nyquist (M) filter design for
digital communication systems,” IEEE Trans. On Signal Pro-
cessing, vol. 56, no. 5, May 2008, pp. 2127-2132; and in G.
Nigam, R. Singh, and A. K. Chaturvedi, “Finite Duration
Root Nyquist Pulses with Maximum In-Band Fractional
Energy,” IEEE Commun. Lett., vol. 14, no. 9, September
2010, pp. 797-799, the disclosure of each of which is incor-
porated herein by this reference. In addition, to facilitate a
simplified receiver implementation, a roll-off factor (o) equal
to one may be selected. Other choices of the roll-off factor (o)
may be used, which may result in some modification to the
receiver design.

For discussion, details of an FMT-SS system are developed
more fully. Choosing FMT for multi-carrier modulation
enables simplicity in analysis and design, which, in turn,
results in a simple and robust MC-SS system. To develop the
example, assume that Nis even, set a=1, and spread the sub-
carrier frequencies f, at the positions +1/T, £3/T, . . ., #(N-
1)/T. More specifically, let f,=—(N-1)/T, f;=—(N=-3)/T, . . .,
fy.;=(N-1)/T. The spreading gain factors y, are chosen as:

v, =€%, for k=0,1, .. ., N-1 (6)

where 0, is a set of phase angles that may be chosen to
improve on the properties of the MC-SS waveform. Among
various choices, 0,=nk*/N is an interesting set of phase
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angles, which belongto a class of polyphase codes. This set of
phase angles leads to a transmit signal x(t) with a moderately
low peak-to-average-power ratio (PAPR), which may be a
significant parameter in designing the pulse shape g(t). As
another example, one may also select the phase angles 6,
randomly. In any case, for any choice of 6,, in equation (6)
above, the following identities hold:

lyxl?=1, for k=0,1,. . ., N-1. @)

FIG. 3A is a graph 300 that illustrates a real part 310 and an
imaginary part 320 of a filtered multi-tone function in the time
domain. FIG. 3B is a graph 325 that illustrates a filtered
multi-tone function 330 in the frequency domain. Specifi-
cally, FIGS. 3A and 3B present an example of g(t) and the
magnitude-squared of its Fourier transform, IG(D)I?, when
N=8 and h(t) is a square-root raised-cosine filter limited to the
length of 4 T. One may also note that the MC-SS signal x(t)
has a spectrum that resembles that of IG(f)I*.

Although the formulations above are given in terms of
continuous time signals and filters, practical generation of the
transmit waveform may be conveniently performed in dis-
crete time using efficient signal processing blocks.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a transmitter 400 showing
signals represented as digital signals. The transmitter 400
includes a sampling rate expander 410 and a discrete realiza-
tion block 420. The sampling rate expander 410 receives a
data symbol 405 and increases the sampling rate by a factor of
L by inserting [.-1 zeros after each sample of the input s[n].
The discrete-time realization block 420 performs the pulse-
shaping filter h(t) and addition of the spreading gains y,, i.e.,
the synthesis filter bank 212, as well as the spectrum distri-
bution 214 (FIG. 2B). Thus, the sequence g[n] may be thought
of as a sampled version of g(t). As with the analog counter-
part, the subcarriers are combined to generate a baseband
output 425.

FIG. 5 is a schematic block diagram of a receiver 500 for
detecting and decoding the FB-MC-SS signal 120 (FIGS. 1A
through 1C). The receiver 500 includes a demodulator 510,
matched filter 520, carrier recovery unit 530, timing recovery
unit 540, analysis filter bank 550, channel estimator 560, and
maximum-ratio combining unit 570. An RF signal 505 is
received by the receiver 500 for processing. The RF signal
505 may be similar to the RF signal 225 generated by the
transmitter 200A of FIG. 2A. Of course, the similarity may be
somewhat distorted due to conditions such as multipath,
interference, jamming, etc. The demodulator 510 receives the
RF signal 505, and converts the RF signal 505 to a baseband
input 515. The baseband input 515 is passed to the analysis
filter bank 550 and the matched filter 520.

The matched filter 520 is configured to have filter charac-
teristics matched to those of the synthesis filter bank 212 in
the transmitter (e.g., 200B of FIG. 2B). With the special
selection of the parameters discussed above relative to the
transmitter 200B, the output from the matched filter 520 may
be the sequence of high amplitude (i.e., narrow) pulses that
can be clearly identified even when the FB-MC-SS signal 120
(FIGS. 1A through 1C) is at a noise level. The combination of
the transmit and receive processes may result in a significant
and unexpected improvement (both computationally faster
and more precise) in timing recovery and frequency lock-in.
The FB-MC-SS system improves MC-SS modulation by
compensating for frequency and phase difference at the
receiver side, providing a carrier and timing acquisition that
improves tracking methods, and includes an improved blind
channel estimation methodology.

A sequence of narrow pulses 525 from the matched filter
520 may occur at regular intervals and carry the necessary
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information for timing and carrier acquisition as well as for
their tracking. In general, any carrier and timing recovery
method takes advantage of the properties of the modulation
method that has been used to construct the transmitted signal.
Due to the implementation inaccuracies and channel condi-
tions (e.g., accuracy of components and Doppler shift in the
channel), the carrier frequency used at the transmitter 200B
(FI1G. 2B) and its counterpart frequency at the receiver 500 are
bound to suffer mismatch.

The carrier recovery unit 530 finds such mismatches and
compensates for the mismatches at the receiver 500. To
accomplish this carrier recovery, the matched filter 520 may
be used to develop relatively efficient carrier and timing
recovery algorithms. The output of the matched filter 520
includes the sequence of narrow pulses 525 at the V2 spacing
of the symbol timing (1/2). These narrow pulses 525 are
present at the time instants that are even multiples of T/2 and
correspond to about the center of the data symbols.

On the other hand, at the time instants that are odd mul-
tiples of T/2, the presence of such pulses depend on the
information bits transmitted before and after the time instant.
In other words, and as explained more fully below, the pulse
at the odd multiples of T/2 will appear when two consecutive
symbols have the same value, otherwise the pulse would be a
null. This property of the matched filter 520 enables devel-
opment of a timing recovery algorithm with a relatively low
complexity/processing power. Once the pulses at the even
multiples of T/2 are recognized, any carrier offset in the
demodulated signal can be identified by comparing the rela-
tive phases of the pulses at the successive time instants, lead-
ing to carrier frequency recovery.

The carrier recovery unit 530 may receive the sequence of
narrow pulses 525 and generate control signals 535 to develop
aphase-locked loop (PLL) between the demodulator 510, the
matched filter 520, and the carrier recovery unit 530 as is
known by those skilled in the art. As the PLL locks on, the
phase of the baseband input 515 is known relative to the
sequence of narrow pulses 525 from the matched filter 520.
As aresult, the timing recovery unit 540 may use the sequence
of narrow pulses 525 as a synchronization signal to ensure
that the demodulated and combined signals from all subcar-
riers (i.e., the baseband input 515) can be sampled at correct
times by the analysis filter bank 550.

The sequence of narrow pulses 525 containing the timing
information and the baseband input 515 from the demodula-
tor 510 are passed to the analysis filter bank 550. The analysis
filter bank 550 extracts the received signal of each of the
various subcarriers in parallel and samples them at a proper
timing phase based on the timing information. The analysis
filter bank 550 performs the inverse process of the synthesis
filter bank 212 of the transmitter 200B (FIG. 2B). Thus, the
output of the analysis filter bank 550 is a set of signals 555
corresponding to each of the subcarrier frequencies in the
FB-MC-SS signal 120 (FIGS. 1A through 1C). Due to the
very low power level of the received signal, some of these
signals in the set of signals 555 may not carry accurate infor-
mation. However, many of the signals in the set of signals 555
will carry the same information that was transmitted.

The channel estimator 560 examines the set of signals 555
corresponding to each of the subcarrier frequencies to esti-
mate a channel gain and a power of noise plus interference at
each of the subcarrier bands by computing the impulse
response of each channel in both time and frequency domain.
Digital Signal Processing (DSP) and Field-Programmable
Gate Arrays (FPGAs) may allow for one example of an inex-
pensive implementation for many of the functions in the
receiver 500 and the channel estimator 560 in particular.
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The maximum-ratio combining unit 570 receives the set of
signals 555 from the analysis filter bank 550 and information
565 at the output of the channel estimator 560 to obtain an
estimate of the transmitted data symbols. The maximum-ratio
combining unit 570 calculates a weighted average of the
detected data symbols at the output of the analysis filter bank
550. The less noisy outputs are given higher weights and the
more noisy outputs are given lower weights. To perform the
combining, the maximum-ratio combining unit 570 may
divide a power estimate of each channel by the mean square of
the estimated noise/interference, which may result in either a
diminished noise where the signal is stronger or elimination
of the certain subcarriers where the noise/interference is
higher than the mean noise.

A detailed mathematical discussion of the processes dis-
cussed begins with an exploration of the pulse shape g(t). Ina
case where the channel is ideal and demodulation is per-
formed perfectly, the demodulator output is the transmit base-
band signal x(t) given by equation (3) above. Passing the
baseband signal x(t) (e.g., the baseband input 515 in FIG. 5)
through a filter matched to the transmit pulse shape g(t) yields
an overall response of the system defined as:

(=g *g*(-1) ®)

where % denotes convolution and the superscript * denotes
conjugation. Using equations (4) and (5) above in equation
(8) above, and noting that, by design, h(-t)=h(t), yields:

N-1 N-1 )]
0 = [Z e h(z)eﬂ"fk’] [ y;‘hmeﬂ”fl’].
0

k=0 =

Note that, by design, h(t)e’*” and h(t)e> may be
thought of as a pair of filters. Such a pair of filters either has
a common band (when f;=f;) or covers non-overlapping
bands. In the latter case, h(t)e’*¥Jch(t)e”*¥*=0. Hence,
equation (9) above may be reduced to:

N-1
o =" k(e xhine™ ).
k=0

10

Straightforward manipulations of equation (10) above and
recalling equation (7) above leads to:

n@O=p@p@) an

where p(t)=h(t)*h(t), by design, is a Nyquist pulse whose
peak appears at t=0, and

N-1
B = el
=

(12

FIG. 6 is a graph 600 illustrating a sinc pulse constructed as
a summation of complex sine waves. In particular, the graph
shows the Fourier transform of (1) as a train of pulses 610 in
the frequency domain. One may notice that (t) is the sum-
mation of N complex sine waves all with a unity amplitude.
Hence, the Fourier transform of (1) is effectively a sampled
version of a rectangular pulse 620. Note that the samples in
the frequency domain are spaced by 2/T. This implies that (1)
is a train of sinc pulses 710 (FIG. 7) spaced in time at the
interval T/2. At t=0 and non-integer multiples of T, all the
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components of f(t) have zero phase and, thus, add up to a
value of N. At the points where t is an odd multiple of T/2, all
the components of (t) have the phase of t, and thus add up to
a value of -N.

FIG. 7 is a graph 700 illustrating a train of sine pulses 710
from the matched filter spaced in time at intervals of T/2. FIG.
7 shows an example of f(t) for the case where N=16. As N
increases and approaches infinity, the train of sine pulses 710
approaches an impulse train and, thus, n(t) will approach a
waveform consisting of a number of impulses (i.e., narrow
and tall pulses, when N is finite, but large) whose magnitudes
correspond to the samples (or the negated samples) of the
Nyquist pulse p(t). When the roll-off factor a=1, it can be
shown that there are only three non-zero samples of p(t), with
values of -0.5, 1, and -0.5 at corresponding positions of
t==T/2,0,and T/2, respectively. Hence, when =1 and N—co,

(13)

This result becomes an approximation when N is finite, but
sufficiently large. A more precise expression will be to define:

N(E)=-0.58(1+7/2)+0(£)-0.50(1-7/2).

P = pn( - s

where IT (t/T,) denotes a rectangular pulse with a properly
chosen width of T,, and, accordingly, equation (13) above
may be written as:

NE)==0.5Bo(t+T72)+Bo(H-0.5Bo(t-T72). (15)

Equation (15) above defines the system response between
the input s(t) and the output of the matched filter g*(-t).
Hence, using equation (1) above, it can be shown that the
output of the matched filter 520 (FIG. 5) is given by:

A= (16)

> s[n](—0.5ﬁ0(1+ g - nT) + Bolt—nT) - 0.5ﬁ0(z— g - T)) +

n

vo(1).

FIG. 8 is a graph 800 illustrating recovery of a data symbol
sequence from the matched filter output represented as a train
of unit pulses. In particular, the graph 800 presents recovery
of'atypical signal at the output of the matched filter 520 (FIG.
5), where, for clarity of presentation, (,(t) is shown as unit
impulses. In general, the impulses each have an amplitude of
s[n]. Note that at each position nT an impulse with a unity
amplitude appears in either a positive (810A, 810C, and
810D) or negative direction (830A and 830B), where T is a
time period between data symbols. At midpoints (i.e., (n+0.5)
T) the impulse is zero, if s[n]=s[n+1] (shown as 820A and
820B), or is an impulse with an amplitude —s[n], if s[n]=s[n+
1] (shown as 810B and 830C). In other words, a change in the
polarity of the next symbol is indicated by a zero at the
midpoint between positions nT. The next symbol is the same
polarity if there is an impulse in the opposite direction at the
midpoint (e.g., 810B, 830C) between positions nT.

In the example of FIG. 8, the symbol sequence is: s[n]={+
1,-1,-1,+1, +1}. Midpoint 820A is a zero between positions
0 and T, indicating that the next symbol (830A) after a current
symbol (810A) is of the opposite polarity. Similarly, midpoint
820B is a zero between the positions 2T and 3T, indicating
that the next symbol (810C) after a current symbol (830B) is
of'the opposite polarity. On the other hand, midpoint 810B is
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an impulse in the opposite direction between positions T and
2T, indicating that the next symbol (830B) after a current
symbol (830A) is of the same polarity. Similarly, midpoint
830C is an impulse in the opposite direction between posi-
tions 3T and 4T, indicating that the next symbol (810D) after
a current symbol (810C) is of the same polarity.

With respect to the carrier frequency offset, assuming that
channel is ideal, but there exists a carrier frequency offset Af,
between the transmitter and receiver, equation (9) above will
become:

an

N-1 N-1
0o = [Z yehtpel *Af”’]*[Z i h(z)eﬂ”fl'].

k=0 =0

For the case where 0<Af_<2/T, the subcarrier analysis fil-
ters at bands k and k+1 of the receiver will overlap with the
transmitted signal from the k” band. Noting this, equation
(17) above can yield:

N-1
D =" (el w et +
k=0

(18)

N-2
PRV (WP b T
k=

Straightforward manipulation of the terms in equation (18)
above leads to:

NP O SERB@ D™ Dkl
®

where [(1) is given by equation (12) above, and:

19

N=2

k(D) = ej(4”/T)'Z yhyi, &7
=0

20

Note that a set of randomly chosen spreading gains v,, k(t),
in general, will appear as a noise-like signal. Hence, the
second term on the right-hand side of equation (19) above
may be treated as time-limited additive noise. Thus, equation
(19) above may be written as:

N@O=P@Op'O+v() eay)

where:

p'(O=h(1)e > e g h(z) (22)

and v(t) is an additive noise.

Clearly, for Af =0, p'(t) reduces to p(t). As Af, deviates
from zero, p'(t) deviates from p(t). However, some special
features that can be used for synchronization purposes still
remain nearly the same. In particular, Ip'(t)l preserves the
shape of Ip(t)! to a great extent and its amplitude reduces only
slightly over a relatively wide range of Af..

FIG. 9 is a graph 900 that illustrates a recovered pulse 910
with different choices for carrier frequency offset. The high-
est amplitude pulse corresponds with the topmost equation in
the key shown at the top right of FIG. 9. In other words, the
highest amplitude curve corresponds with Af =0 and the low-
est amplitude curve corresponds with Af =+A_/4, where
A, =2/T indicates the subcarrier spacing.
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When Af_ approaches 2/T, or passes this value, p'(t) van-
ishes to zero and, thus, no pertinent peak will appear in n(t).
This, in turn, implies no pertinent peak will appear at the
matched filter output, z(t). One can consider this property of
the matched filter output to detect the presence of a large
frequency offset at the receiver, and, accordingly, search for
the correct value of the carrier frequency. For instance, it is
possible to run the incoming signal through a set of matched
filters tuned to a few choices of Af, and pick the one that
results in pertinent peaks at its output. Further tuning of Af,
can be carried out subsequently.

With respect to the channel impulse response, when the
channel is non-ideal, i.e., c(t)=d(t), n(t) of equation (13)
above becomes:

NE)=-0.5¢(t+ T2+ (=050 (t-T72) (23)

where:

c(By=c(@)k o(n)-

For sufficiently large values of T, the three terms on the
right-hand side of equation (23) above remain non-overlap-
ping. In fact, for typical values of T and the spread of channel
impulse response, ¢'(t) remains a relatively narrow and tall
pulse, or a cluster of narrow and tall pulses.

For channel estimation, once the received signal is carrier
compensated and the timing information is obtained, the
sampled signal at the outputs of the analysis filter bank 550
satisfies the following set of equations:

24

2,0 D)=y, Cap(€ > )5 m]+0,(nT), for k=0,1, . . ., N-1, (25)

where C,,(¢/*%) is the equivalent baseband channel fre-
quency response at the frequency f, and 6,(nT) arises from the
contributions from noise and interfering signals that may
exist in the band of transmission.

Noting that C,,(¢/*%) is the Fourier transform of the
samples of the channel impulse response, one can use equa-
tion (25) above to obtain an estimate of the channel within an
ambiguity factor determined by s[n]. When s[n] is known,
equation (25) above provides a unique estimate of the chan-
nel. When s[n] is unknown, equation (25) above provides an
estimate with a sign ambiguity, since s[n]=+1. Equation (25)
above makes use of one instant of nT for the estimation of the
channel impulse/frequency response. In order to average out
the noise, and thus obtain a more accurate estimate of the
channel impulse response, one may choose to average equa-
tion (25) over a number of instants of time n'T.

As discussed below, the implementation of an optimum
receiver, through the maximum-ratio combining mechanism,
requires the estimates of the variance of the elements of the
interference vector 0(nT). Once the channel estimate is
obtained, the latter estimates can be easily obtained by aver-
aging the magnitude square of the noise samples 8,(nT).

Turning to the maximum-ratio combining, substituting the
channel estimate C +5(€77%) in equation (25) above, a simple
rearrangement leads to:

, Y (26)
= — T 5
s n] e )zk (nT)
where: s;[n] = s[r] + Ayi" (1T, (27
Cpp (eﬂ”fk )
fork=0, 1, ..., N-1, is a set of noisy estimates of s[n].
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One goal may be to combine these noisy estimates to
construct an estimate of s[n] with a minimum variance. This
construction can be defined as:

3[n] = w5’ [n] (28)
where: w, = argmin E[le & [n]lz] @29
subject to the constraint w'u = 1,
0'[n] has the elements
%
————&(nT),
Cpp(e/™) «el)

and u is a vector of length N with elements of 1. This problem
can be solved using the method of Lagrange multipliers,
which results in:

1 (B0

W, Rylu

ul Rg/lly u

where Rge~E[0'[n]6"/[n]]. Moreover, the variance of the
estimation error is obtained as B[Iw_76'[n]1*]=1/(u" R g.e " 0).
In embodiments of the present disclosure, the subcarrier
bands are non-overlapping and Rg., is a diagonal matrix. As
a result, using o, to denote the variance of 8,(nT) leads to:

o3 BD
90 0
o orr 2
|Cps(e0)|
>
a’
— 0
Ryrgr = |Ca(ei1)|
THt

4@88(&%&/71 )|2
Using equation (31) above in equation (30) above leads to:

|6‘BB (ejz"fo)|2 (32)

7
| |Casteio)f

W, = —— o?
&l |6‘BB(e127rfk )|2 ;1

2w

£=0 |6~BB (&7 IN-1 )|2

TH-1

Many extensions, modifications, or a combination thereof
to the proposed transmitter 200 and receiver 500 are possible.
As non-limiting examples, a few are mentioned here. How-
ever, a person of ordinary skill in the art would understand
that many more modifications and extensions are possible.
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The matched filter may be defined as:

N-1
g 0= )" yihnel k!
k=0

which includes all the subcarriers. It may be possible to use a
modified matched filter:

== Z y,fh(l‘)eﬂ”f"’ (33)

kex

where k is a subset of {0, 1, ..., N-1} (i.e., only a subset of
subcarriers is included in the matched filtering). This change
preserves the pertinent properties of the filtered signal z(t)
that was used for synchronization purposes. At the same time,
this modified matched filter can reduce the effect of strong
interferers.

So far, it has been assumed that a symbol s[n] is spread
across all the subcarriers at one instant of time nT. A number
of'symbols (e.g., s1[n], s2[n], . . ., sM[n]) may be transmitted
simultaneously, each of them distributed over a subset of
subcarriers. This method will allow an increase in the data
rate at a cost of reduced processing gain. Alternatively, one
may choose to transmit the same data symbols over a number
of time instants, say, nT, (n+1)T, ... (n+P-1)T, (i.e., a period
of PT seconds). This method may allow an increase in the
processing gain at a cost of reduced data rate.

In the maximum-ratio combining equations presented
above, signals from all subcarriers were considered. Clearly,
subcarriers that are affected by a significant interference (pos-
sibly from a presence of primary users) may be excluded from
the equations to reduce the computational complexity.

CONCLUSION

Embodiments of the present disclosure include appara-
tuses and methods for generating and receiving multi-carrier
spread-spectrum signals carrying information at a very low
power level distributed over the frequency spectrum.

In some embodiments, a method includes transmitting a
spread-spectrum signal by spreading a data symbol to a plu-
rality of frequencies across a frequency spectrum by encod-
ing the data symbol on each frequency of the plurality. A
common pulse-shaping filter is applied to each frequency of
the plurality of frequencies including the data symbol. A
plurality of gains is applied to the plurality of frequencies
including the data symbol, wherein each gain of the plurality
of gains is correlated to each frequency of the plurality of
frequencies. The plurality of frequencies is combined to gen-
erate the spread-spectrum signal and the spread-spectrum
signal is transmitted.

In some embodiments, a spread-spectrum transmitter
includes a synthesis filter bank and a spectrum distribution
module. The synthesis filter bank is configured for spreading
a data symbol to a plurality of frequencies across a frequency
spectrum by encoding the data symbol on each frequency of
the plurality of frequencies, and applying a common pulse-
shaping filter to each frequency of the plurality of frequencies
including the data symbol. The synthesis filter bank is also
configured for applying a plurality of gains to the plurality of
frequencies including the data symbol, wherein each gain of
the plurality of gains is correlated to each frequency among
the plurality of frequencies. The spectrum distribution mod-
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ule is configured for modulating each frequency of the plu-
rality of frequencies onto a different subcarrier, wherein the
different subcarriers are substantially evenly spaced across
the frequency spectrum.

In some embodiments, a method includes receiving a
spread-spectrum signal including a plurality of frequencies
across a frequency spectrum generated by a synthesis filter
bank in a transmitter. The spread-spectrum signal is filtered
with a matched filter matched to the synthesis filter bank by
substantially simultaneously filtering each frequency of the
plurality of frequencies to generate a sequence of narrow
pulses. The sequence of narrow pulses is phase locked to the
spread-spectrum signal.

In some embodiments, a method of receiving a spread-
spectrum signal includes receiving a spread-spectrum signal
including a plurality of frequencies across a frequency spec-
trum generated by a synthesis filter bank in a transmitter. The
spread-spectrum signal is filtered with an analysis filter bank
matched to the synthesis filter bank by substantially simulta-
neously filtering each frequency of the plurality of frequen-
cies to generate a set of signals corresponding to each fre-
quency of the plurality of frequencies. At least some of the set
of'signals corresponding to at least some of the frequencies of
the plurality of frequencies are averaged, and a data symbol is
derived from the result of the averaging.

In some embodiments, a spread-spectrum receiver
includes a demodulator, a matched filter, and a carrier recov-
ery unit. The demodulator is configured for converting aradio
frequency input to a spread-spectrum signal in a baseband.
The matched filter is configured for receiving the spread-
spectrum signal including a plurality of frequencies across a
frequency spectrum generated by a synthesis filter bank in a
transmitter, and filtering the spread-spectrum signal with a
common filter having characteristics matched to the synthesis
filter bank and substantially simultaneously filtering each
frequency of the plurality of frequencies to generate a
sequence of narrow pulses. The carrier recovery unit is con-
figured for generating control signals responsive to the
sequence of narrow pulses suitable for generating a phase-
locked loop between the demodulator, the matched filter, and
the carrier recovery unit.

While the disclosure is susceptible to various modifica-
tions and implementation in alternative forms, specific
embodiments have been shown by way of examples in the
drawings and have been described in detail herein. However,
it should be understood that the invention is not intended to be
limited to the particular forms disclosed. Rather, the invention
includes all modifications, equivalents, and alternatives fall-
ing within the scope of the following appended claims and
their legal equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A method, comprising:

generating, with a common pulse shaping and spectrum
distribution filter and modulator of a spread spectrum
transmitter, a Filter-Bank Multi-Carrier Spread-Spec-
trum (FB-MC-SS) signal as an underlay control channel
having a power level below an apparent noise level for
other signals of a frequency spectrum responsive to
receiving an input signal, the FB-MC-SS signal includ-
ing at least one data symbol from the input signal redun-
dantly modulated onto each subcarrier of the FB-MC-SS
signal such that each subcarrier includes the same at
least one data symbol, wherein the at least one data
symbol passes through the common pulse shaping filter
prior to being modulated and up-converted for transmis-
sion.
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2. The method of claim 1, wherein generating the FB-MC-
SS signal includes:

applying the common pulse shaping and spectrum distri-
bution filter to the input signal to generate a baseband
output signal; and

modulating the baseband output signal with the modulator
for RF transmission of the FB-MC-SS signal.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising transmitting

a communication signal as an overlay signal having a power
level above the apparent noise level and over a subgroup of the
FB-MC-SS signal.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein transmitting the com-
munication signal employs adaptive radio to select transmis-
sion thereofto be within a frequency band determined to be in
a clear band from interference by other communication sig-
nals that exist within the frequency spectrum.

5. The method of claim 4, further comprising determining
the clear band by using the FB-MC-SS signal to detect inter-
ference with the other communication signals.

6. The method of claim 3, wherein transmitting the com-
munication signal includes transmitting a Filter-Bank Multi-
Carrier (FB-MC) signal as the overlay signal.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein generating the FB-MC-
SS signal includes spreading the input signal over a set of
spectrally isolated subcarrier bands.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein generating the FB-MC-
SS signal includes generating the FB-MC-SS signal as a
orthogonal frequency-division multiplexing (OFDM) based
spread spectrum signal.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein generating the FB-MC-
SS signal includes generating the FB-MC-SS signal as a
filtered multi-tone (FMT) based spread spectrum signal.

10. A spread-spectrum transmitter, comprising:

a common pulse shaping and distribution module and
modulator that in combination are configured to gener-
ate a Filter-Bank Multi-Carrier Spread-Spectrum (FB-
MC-SS) signal as an underlay control channel having a
power level below an apparent noise level of a frequency
spectrum, the FB-MC-SS signal including at least one
data symbol modulated onto each subcarrier of the FB-
MC-SS signal such that each subcarrier includes the
same at least one data symbol, wherein the at least one
data symbol passes through the common pulse shaping
filter prior to being modulated and up-converted for RF
transmission.

11. The spread-spectrum transmitter of claim 10, wherein
the common pulse shaping and distribution module are con-
figured to receive an input signal including the at least one
data symbol and generate a baseband output signal.

12. The spread-spectrum transmitter of claim 11, wherein
the modulator is configured to receive the baseband output
signal and generate the FB-MC-SS signal for RF transmis-
sion.

13. The spread-spectrum transmitter of claim 12, wherein
the common pulse shaping and distribution module includes
a synthesis filter bank configured to band-limit a stream of
data symbols at each band of the synthesis filter bank, and to
apply spreading gain factors to each band of the synthesis
filter bank.

14. The spread-spectrum transmitter of claim 13, wherein
the synthesis filter bank includes a square-root Nyquist filter
applied to each band of the synthesis filter bank.

15. The spread-spectrum transmitter of claim 12, wherein
the modulator is configured to modulate the baseband output
signal according to a modulation scheme selected from the
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group consisting of binary phase shift keying (BPSK) quadra-
ture phase shift keying (QPSK), and quadrature amplitude
modulation (QAM).

16. The spread-spectrum transmitter of claim 11, wherein
the common pulse shaping and distribution module are con- 5
figured to spread the input signal over a set of spectrally
isolated subcarrier bands to generate the FB-MC-SS signal.

17. The spread-spectrum transmitter of claim 10, wherein
the transmitter is further configured to:

detect white spaces over the frequency spectrum using the 10

FB-MC-SS signal over which primary users of the fre-

quency spectrum are not currently transmitting data; and
transmit FB-MC signals over subcarriers of the frequency

spectrum that occupy at least some of the white space.

18. The spread-spectrum transmitter of claim 17, wherein 15
the FB-MC signals have higher power and more complex data
sets in comparison to the FB-MC-SS signal.

19. The method of claim 18, wherein the FB-MC signals
are transmitted for a temporary duration during which the
white spaces are detected. 20
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